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SUBJECT: COFFEE BOARD REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE 

1 . EMBASSY RECEIVED FOLLOWING LETTER FROM ATO HAILU TEFERRA, 
GENERAL MANAGER ETHIOPIAN COFFEE & TEA DEVELOPMENT & 

MARKETING AUTHORITY: 

BEGIN QUOTE: 

FOLLOWING THE NEW ECONOMIC POLICY OF SOCIALIST ETHIOPIA, 

THE COFFEE & TEA DEVELOPMENT AND MARKETING AUTHORITY HAD 
BEEN PARTICIPATING IN THE COFFEE TRADE OF THE COUNTRY. 

SINCE THEN, THE AUTHORITY'S MARKETING AGENCY IS DOING 
EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO CONTINUE TO SUPPLY AS MUCH COFFEE 
AS POSSIBLE TO OUR TRADITIONAL ETHIOPIAN COFFEE 
CUSTOMERS AND DEVELOP NEW RELATIONSHIPS AS WELL. 

HOWEVER, TO OUR SURPRISE WE HAVE COME ACROSS ON TWO 
OCCASIONS THAT SHIPMENTS FROM THE AUTHORITY'S MARKETING 
AGENCY ARE ALLEGEDLY ADULTERATED WITH EXCRETA AND LIVE INSECTS. 

TO FOLLOW UP THE ALLEGATION AND TRACE THE CAUSE FOR A 
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PROMPT ACTION, WE HAVE REQUESTED THE FOLGER COFFEE 
COMPANY ON ONE OCCASION (NOVEMBER 22. 1976) TO 
PROVIDE US WITH A DESCRIPTION AND THE SAMPLE OF THE INSECT. 
REGRETTABLY, WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED NOR HEARD FROM THEM 
ABOUT THE CASE. 

VERY RECENTLY, WE HAVE BEEN NOTIFIED BY A REPRESENTATIVE OF 
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LONRAY, COFFEE BUYER IN NEW YORK, THAT A SHIPMENT OF 50 TONS 
OF COFFEE HAD BEEN REFUSED ADMISSION ON THE GROUNDS THAT IT IS 
ADULTERATED (FOR FULL DESCRIPTION OF THE SHIPMENT REFER TO THE 
ATTACHED PHOTOCOPIES) WITH EXCRETA. WE HAVE COME TO UNDERSTAND 
THAT THE FINAL BUYER OF THE SHIPMENT IS AGAIN THE FOLGER. 

WE RECKON THERE MIGHT HAVE BEEN SOME PROBLEMS, HOWEVER, 

TO FACILITATE THE SMOOTH FLOW OF COFFEE INTO THE U.S. 

MARKET; ENCOURAGE THE DEVELOPMENT OF WIDER AND STRONGER 
RELATIONSHIP WITH A LARGE NUMBER OF U.S. COFFEE BUYERS, AND 
TO ENCOURAGE AND DEVELOP THE GROWING MARKETING CAPABILITY OF 
THE AUTHORITY'S MARKETING AGENCY, WE ASK THE ASSISTANCE 
OF YOUR GOOD-SELVES ON THE FOLLOWING CASES; 

1 . TO GET US THE SAMPLE OF INSECTS AND/OR EXCRETA WITH 

FULL DESCRIPTION ON THE CONDITION OF THE INSECTS AT THE TIME OF 
DISEMBARKATION. ANY ADVICE TO TACKLE THESE PROBLEMS 
WOULD BE VERY MUCH APPRCIATED. 

2. AS IT WOULD BE A GREAT PROBLEM TO TAKE OUT THE 50 

TONS AND INDEED A RUNDOWN ON THE REPUTATION OF THE AGENCY, 

WE SHALL BE VERY MUCH OBLIGED IF YOU WOULD ASSIST US IN RE- 
EXAMINING THE SAMPLE AND ALLOW THE SHIPMENT TO BE 
ADMITTED INTO THE U.S. 

HOPING TO HEAR FROM YOU AT THE EARLIEST, WE ASSURE YOU 
OF OUR CONTINUED SMOOTH BUSINESS RELATIONSHIP WITH U.S. 

COFFEE INDUSTRY. END QUOTE. 
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2. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE ANY ASSISTANCE DEPARTMENT 
MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE IN RESPONSE TEFERRA’S REQUEST. 

COPIES OF LETTER AND ATTACHMENTS BEING POUCHED TO AF/E. 

TIENKEN 
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